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Islamic Ruling regarding Coronavirus by Munammad Umar ibn Ramadhan

ne of the blessingthat Islamconferred upon humans was the notion thallah did not burden people
with any responsibility which violated the concept of accountability. Witheverchanging nature of our
world there is a cleanecessity foischolars tare-considercertain affairs whichpreviousepistemology did
not confront or evidently examine. The underlyinggitimacyof making any Fatwédecree) ison three
components, firstly the Nusus (the text), secondie Maqgasid (the means or aims) and finally the Zaman (times)
Hence the reason for the greamphasism conferredo scholars making ay legal decreethat he must be fully
conscious of the realis relating toplacdtime and being prepared to differ with previous judgmentstias result
of the everchanging new world. The seventh century schHblarQayyim alawziyyahd. 751 ah)oints towards
the possibility of how decrees can be subjected to change,

WC2NJ RSONBSa R2 OKIFIy3aS gAilK (K& GAYSI L)X I OS
-al-Muwagqgqi'in 'an Rabb dhlamin-4/157 A7z YOn aA az QA6a KE8k kit AH

This is grounded on the Usuli assessment %%@(Fatwas change with the changing of time),

legal rulings in Shariah have been defined via two different approaches, firstly those rulings which cannot
be changed due to time, place or scholarly ljtihad (e.g. praying, fasting) and the esbede Fatawa

will change depending on place, time and realities one may find themselves in (e.g. Urf, Darurah,
Maslaha).

Taking this into account, the world is presently confronting an ordeal similar to biblical proportions. For
the very first time, we as, The Humsgpecies are mutually confronted with a common danger and enemy,
the pandemic COVHD9 also referred to as Coronavirus. The NHS states that ThedVikus | ySg A f
GKFG OFy FFTFFSOG & DdeNd thisdmygdng risk ¢f Re dariddhiic thalleddes to our

very own way of life (freedoms etc), the immense strains that humans find themselves have dictated
urgently that the world is requiring an adaption via the unorthodox behavior in order to contain or slow
this pandemic. With any changekere is a necessity for religious scholars to provide updated, legitimate,
sensible and authoritative guidance for the public. This Paper will  provide some guidance for
further clarification on issues relating to this pandemic and how hssihould conduct themselves and
react. We will also provide religious rulings and guidance pertaining to washing the decaseding,
funereal prayers and burial issues.
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Reliance Only Upon Allah

order for him to demonstrate constraints and patience in the face of true tribulations and trials,
the believer is required to truly understand the fundamental meaning of the qutrmfgawakkul
¢ reliance upon Allah . In all circumstances the believer surrenders himself to the Will of Allah,
he is to avidly place his reliance in Allah in order for him to be nurtured and prepared to become
the true servant of Hisr€ator (Khalifah). In order to achieve this Allah &l @a Ay (KS y2of ¢
(3.173),

DDuring any hardship, thieelievers hol@ firm to the concept that it is a test from His Creator, in

Sufficientfor us is Allah, and [He is] the best wakeel (disposer of affairs)

Alah +f&2 &F&& Ay G(KS b26fS vdNRIY 6dpYpmO

{l1ex ahBUSHE 0SS &a0GNHzO] SEOSLII o0& é6KIFG !'ffFK KIFa |
Allah let the believers rely
Ly GKS | F RAVGKE i wed NKSIANR FGKS aSaaSyadigNL FFe R tA [ KHza
Allah with due tawakkuHe would provide you sustenance as He provides for the birds; they go out in the

Y2NYAYy3 gAGK SyLiie aidz2yl OKa | yR O[Nafratedby aditmidhiy (0 KS ¢
&L 0 Y & BahdekK]
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Ruling of Ghusl and shrouding theleadz
post Coronavirus

t is established via the authentic Ahadith that the Prophet Muhammad instructed
that the dead person should be bathed, shrouded and buried with hurry, In the authentic Ahadith The
Prophet said regarding Talhah ibn-Bara on his deathbed,

"l see that Talhah is on the verge of deditiorm me about him (when he passes away) and make
immediate preparations for his burial, for a Muslim's remains should not be left long with his family after
his death."

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib that the Prophet
, said:

"O Ali, never delay three things: prayer when its time approaches, the funeral when death is confirmed,
and marrying a widow or a divorcee when a suitable match is found for her."

The standard practice of the Sunnah is that the deceased shmibdthed and shrouded In midst of
confusion thereseems to be conflictingnverifiedinformation that is currently being circulated across
social media stating that due the current afflction of the coronavirus, medical experts apparently
instructing hospitals and relevant authorities that the deceased must be washed using a special chemical
which is then followed by being shrouded with certain plastic materials, the reasons giveadior
sweeping actions is that the deceased even after death is contagious and the need to contain the virus
from further spreading, hence why such drastic actions are défiter further investigatingl can confirm

that this unverified information isafr fromthe truth and totally exaggeratethe current situation that
Muslim find themselves in. For anyone who is affected by the virus please contact youvlicstiah
BurialServices or local Mosque for relevant support and guidaiMBQRTANT NOTHo not follow any
unverifiedinformation apart from relevantecognisedauthoritiesk b Dh Q a

However, for the purpose of increasing knowledge and being preparddtime similar incidentshere

is what the scholars have stated wheMaislim dies due toa viusLJr YRSYA O KA OK R2SayC
deceased to be washed shroudedin the normal mannenvhat is the religious ruling (Fatawa) regarding

his bathing and shrouding? The Fugaha (Jurists) have stated the following,

1 Speaking with the National Burial Council (NBC)@hdusia Funeral Service in Lutazan confirm that full
Islamic funeral/burial services are currently being offered to those who died from the Coronavirus, this also
includes full Kafars{mple plain clth) and viewing of the deceased for loved ones.
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1 Ifthere is a fear that the virus mgaspreador that the disease istill extremelycontagious then in
these circumstancethe Shariah allowgou wash the body by spraying it.

1 If you fear that i dangerous (or advised contrary by medical experts) you may perform dry
tayammum (touching the ground with gloves and wipe the face and arms to elbows.

9 If you are still unable to perform either one of these options, 8teria stateshat body can be
buried without doing a Ghusl ashroudingit.
Radd ala dzK (i n NJDdri atal-dz] IKfbynANEimah Sayyid Muhammad Amin ibn Abidin-ash
Shami(d. 1252AH)

There is also a view taken bgrtainscholars that due to the fact that anyone who dies from a plague is
classified as a Shaheed (martyr), hence no bathing should be performed and the deceased should be
buried with the clothes he/she we wearing when they died.

To substantiate their arguments; The scholars quote the authentic Hadith of the Prophet
said,
' TOQEERE, T NARE BB IE A BAH 1, 3y
G¢KS YIFNI&NB | NB TA @& infksibal illhess drowairg2builRting 8dldse FaN Y
the martyr who diedi 4 NA @Ay 3 Ay (KS ¢ iBakhati and Mdslim) K¢ 6 NBt I (

These scholars then use analogical reasoning (Qiyas) based on the authentic Hadith narrated by Abd

Pttt FK Aoy ¢ Knarfated titat tiée Prophet sad:a[ SF S GKSY 6AGK
blood, for there is no wound incurred for the sake of Allaah, but he will come on the Day of Resurrection

0f SSRAY3A gAGK I O2ft2dzNJ £t A1S GKS O2f 2dzNJ 2(®Bunanf 22 R 0
anNasa'ip FyR 02YS (G2 | 02yOftdzaAizy (KIFG AT GKS RSOSH a

buried in the state he died in.

For further information regarding thruling that scholars have issued, kindly refer to Appendix 3 UKIM

ULAMA COUNCHAnsweredby my dear friend, the learned Mufti Mohammad Faroogwlfrom
CANNYAYAKE YO L 2dz YE @& | f-BP0-MBypNA Bagva issbdd)Bndét thé H 5 n
authority of Al Azhar University whialates the abovementionedpoints.

For further clariy regarding burial kindly refer to Appendix\&ational Burial Councit GUIDANCE FOR
HANDLING BODY FOLLOWING DEATH FROMLE®NISLIM DEATHS.
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Closing of the Mosque:

of factors, there seems to be a lot of false information on social media. Individuals with no
experience or training in Shariah are making blatant commeTasit is not permissible to close
the House of Allah due to a pandemic or the ignorant argument that never in the past hdasjid
a-RF Nh Y Ay alMagjilab F ¥ylRey fAy al RAylF 06SSy Of 2aSR RdzS i
scholarsikted below have all stated with authentic narrations that all Masajid (includiiMaaiid at
RE NDY al Msjidkarb!Ifo 60 al RAyF0 gSNB Of 2aSR Ay ((GKS @f¢
infection, plague or disease,

Q s with anything, Muslims are required to filter the facts from the fiction. Sadly, due to a number

Adh Dhahabi mentions that in the ye448 AH, there was a severe epidemic which overtook the Muslim
world (Egypt, Andalusia and parts of Iraq), the extent of the tribulations was that thousands of Muslims
died. They were buried without being bathing or shrouded, the Masajid were closedeén tordontain

the epidemic and even The Hajj of the same year was cancelled for people from Iraq.

References:

Adh Dhahabin Tarikh alslam alkabir

lon Al Athirin akY n Y At n NA (K

Abu 'HFaraKb. atWI- din his Kitab aMuntada
Ibn Kathirin his Al Bidayah wa Al Nihayah

tfSFHAS | taz2 NBT SING ERHiyyahftdS i R Rafva issuell hyNide Dffice of the Grand
Mufti of Egypt Shaykh D&hawki Ibrahim Abdé{arim Allam endorsed by Al Azhar University, the highest
authority of Sunni Islam, which clearly state the permissibility for authorities to instruct or order the
closure of places of worship in order to contain the virus.
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Hadith regarding the pandemic or plagues:

here are many Ahadith which stipulate the necessity for Muslims to quarantine themselves if one
finds he has symptoms of The Coronavirus.

On the authority of Usamah b. Zayd, the Messenger of God said ,OLT @2dz KSIFNJ 27

SLIARSYAO FFFEAOQOGAYI | fFYyRZI R2 y20 SYidSNIAGE |y
(Bukhari).

On the authority of Abu Hurairah, the Messenger of God saida52 y2i AYyiNRRdz

infectious livestock into a healthy h& ¢ ¢ . dz] KI NR 0 @

TheMessenger of Allah dNo one from the people during a plague patiently awaits at
home hoping for reward, knowing nothing will afflict him, except what Allah wrote for him, except there
will be reward like that of amartyr for himé (Musnad of Imam Ahmad)

The renowned scholar idRajar af | & |j (d.B52AHJurther explains that the meaning of the Hadib

dt is reasonable t@onclude whoevercan bedescribedvith the qualities mentioned, will have a reward
of martyr even if he does not di¢Fag al. n NIy € tiad@ af-. Kdz]Nfl n NIy
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Obligation to quarantine if infected with
coronavirus:

Abdullah bin Bayyah recently{81arch 2020) issued a Fatwa, on the obligation of avoiding public
places and the prohibition of praying in the Masjid if one is infected with The Virus, The Council
stated.

The UAE Council for Fatwa under the chairmanship ofl¢faened scholar Allama Shaykh Dr.

It is forbiddenby shariah for anyone infected with this illness or even one thought to be at risk for
infection to enter public places or go to the mosque for all congregational prayers, including Friday
prayers and the Eid prayers.
The Council urged that Muslims whaifad themselves with either symptoms or a risk of infection to
stay home and to offer Dhur pray instead of Jumuah,

There is a religious concession (rukhsah) for the elderly, children, anyone suffering from respiratory
conditions, and those with compromiseimmunity to not attend all congregational prayers,
including Friday prayers, Eid prayers, and tarawi prayers. Such people may pray in their homes or
wherever they are and can pray zuhr in place of the Friday congregational prayer.

Please refer tdAppendix 4 UAE Council for Fatwa by Shaykh Dr. Abdullah bin Bayyah for the full text of
the Fatwa.
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Visiting Umrah and Hajj:

haykhDr. Abdullah bin Bayyah states that those who intend to visit Saudi Arabia for either Umrah
or Hajjare under the legal maxims (Qawaid shariyyah) to obey the legal authorities of these lands,
\—failing to follow the advice and laws is sinful and a can lead to someone becoming an outlaw
(Baghi).
Regarding the hajj, umrah, and visiting the Messenger of Gibds obligatory to adhere to all
directives issued by the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which are rooted in their
governmental and religious responsibilities for the welfare of all pilgrims. Adhering to these directives
helps them in ensung the weltbeing and safety of all.

Please refer to Appendix 4 UAE Council for Fatwa by Shaykh Dr. Abdullah bin Bayyah.

Washing the hands:

ashing the hands and keeping oneself clean can clearly be attributed to the authentic Hadith
of the Profhet ,

Abu Hurairah in which the Prophet said,&When one of you wakes up from
af SSLIAyYy3A: KS aKz2dZ R gl aK KAa KIFIyRa GKNAOS 06S¥;
Abu Malik atAsh'arireported the Messenger of Allah saida/ f SFyftAySaa Aa KI

The Council for Fatwa further stated regarding the necessity of observing and following the advice of the
relevant authorities,

It is a religious obligation fo all segments of society to strictly adhere to all public health directives
and regulations provided by the dedicated state agenciesl as well as to take all necessary measures to
prevent the transmission and spread of the illness. It is impermissible mting to sacred law to
disregard such directives and measures under any circumstances.

Please refer to Appendix 4 UAE Council for Fatwa by Shaykh Dr. Abdullah bin Bayyah.
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Inflating prices is treason& Sinful.

adly duringthesetimes ofcrises we have seesome people who lack the basic characteristics of

what it means to be a Muslim and for selfish reasons have begun to inflate the price of goods and
Namststocks which everyone is finding hard to come across to double or even quadruple Iyt thns
behavior a sin in Islam but it goes against all formseifiggood

Dr. Ibrahim Negm, Secretafyeneral for the General Secretariat for Fatwa Authorities Worldwide

mentions that such action is contrary to Islamchieving personal gains through monopoly and

raising the prices of essential goods and medical requirements is prohibited in Islamic law and is

O2y&aARSNBR |y OO 2F (NBlFrazyzsz¢

TheUAE Council fdfatwaalso mentions the need for unity and-operationduring these testing times
OAll groups and individuals should extend help and support to @am@ther in whatever capacity they
are able to do so and natapitalize on such situations by raising pes, particularly as ipertains to

pharmaceuticals and healthcage
Such people should lreprimandedand dealt with the full force of thaw by thegovernment, if you

come across anyongho is introducing ridiculous prices for certain food suppliesaggereport them to
the dedicated CMA (Competition & Markets Authority) on 020 3738 6000.
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ThePermissibility of closing the Mosques due to the coronavirus
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Washing, shrouding the dead infected with the coronavirus
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Appendix 3: UKIM ULAMA COUNCIIMufti Mohammad Farooq Alawi:
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